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© @ HE doctrine of baptiſms hath 
= been dark and obſcure in the 
church from the very primitive times, 
and hath had more of human notion 
than of divine truth in it; and there- 
fore Zuinglius, writing touching this 
point, ſpeaks thus in the beginning 
of his book, entitled De Bapt. Tom. 
2. F. 57. Illud mihi ingenue cir- 
ca libri initium dicendum eſt, fere 
omnes eos, quotquot ab ipſis apoſto- 
lorum temporibus, de baptiſmo ſcri- 
bere inſtituerunt, non in paucis (quod. 
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pace omnium hominum dictum eſſe 
velim) a ſcopo aberraviſſe: that is, 
«© In the beginning of my book,” 
faith he, © I muſt ingeniouſly pro- 
feſs, that almoſt all thoſe that have 
undertaken to write of baptiſm, even 
from the very times of the apoſtles, 
have (which I deſire may be ſpoken 


with the favour of all) not in a few 


things erred from the ſcope.” And 
as he affirms, that almoſt all before 


him had erred in many things touch- 
ing baptiſm, ſo did he himſelf alſo 


err, as well as they, not in a few: 
and it is as free for me or any body 
elſe to differ from him, and other late 
writers; eſpecially if that be true, 
which godly and learned Chemnitius 
affirms out of Auguſtine, that theſe 
things are not Tanquam articuli 
fidei, a quibus diverſum ſentire piacu- 


lum fit anathemate dignum.” Chem- 


nit. Examen Concil. Trident. lib. de 


Bapt. 


And therefore, Reader, I acquaint 
thee beforehand, that in this point I 
- ſhall. 


WAY, 
ſhall ſpeak much otherwiſe than all 


former or later writers whatever, that 
I have met with: and though I do 
not, without fome fear and tremb- 
ling, diſſent from ſo many worthy 
and gracious men that have been, 
and are otherwiſe minded; yet it is 
the leſs grevious to me, becauſe I 
differ from them (I can fay it in 
the truth before the Lord) not out 
of any deſire to be fingular, or for 
any worldly or carnal end whatſo- 
ever, but only that I might cleave 
to the clear and evident word of 
God alone, even there where I ſee 
the very faithful to leave it; fee- 
ing I am rather to join to the 
word without men, than to join to 
men without the word; and where 
I find the holieſt men in the world 
and the word parting, I am there 
to leave them, and to go aleng with 
the word. 


And ſo, in all love and meek- 
neſs I tender this diſcourſe to thee ; 
deliring that if thou canſt not at 
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preſent agree to what is therein 
contained, yet that thou vouldſt 
not raſhly judge and reproach it, 
ſeeing, through God's goodneſs, it 
may come to paſs, that what thou 


knoweſt not now, thou mayſt know 
afterwards. 


But becauſe I ſee this preſent 
generation ſo rooted and built up 
in the doctrines of men, I have 
the leſs hope that this truth will 
prevail with them; and therefore, 
J appeal to the next generation, 
which will be farther removed from 
thoſe evils, and will be brought 
nearer to the word; but eſpecially 
that people whom God hath, and 
ſhall form by his Spirit for him- 
ſelf; - for theſe only will be able 
to make juſt and righteous judg- 
ment in this matter, ſeeing they 
have the Anointing/ to be their 
Teacher, and the Lamb to be their 

Light, 8 8 
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HE Lord, foreſeeing how great an 

evil it would be in the church, to 

leave men either to their own or 

other mens opinions and judgment in the 
things of God, did in the very beginning 
of the goſpel, command and bind all the 


faithful to hear Chriſt alone; ſaying from 


heaven, that we might give abſolute cre- 
dit to his voice, © This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, hear 
him :;? and the more the faithful have 
kept to the word of Chriſt, the more they 
have been free from error; and the more 
they have left this, and turned aſide after 
the doctrines of men, though men in ſome 
meaſure faithful and holy, the more have 
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they been perverted and ſeduced ; inſo- 
much that the true church of God, and the 
very faithful themſelves, have received, 
held, and maintained, divers errors, falſe 
doctrines, and opinions, even for many 
ages and generations; yea, and have not 
been altogether free from ſome, from the 
very apoſtles time : and becauſe many, or 
molt godly men, in former ages, held ſuch 
and ſuch opinions, therefore the following 
ages have taken them upon truſt from 
them, and have entertained them as ſure 
and certain, though not at all conſulting. 
In thoſe points with the great Doctor and 
Apoſtle of the New Teſtament, Jeſus 
Chriſt. And thus have the very elect 
themſelves been drawn into much error, 
though they have ſtill had Chriſt for their 
foundation, and were built on him ſo 
firmly by faith, that the gates of hell could 
not prevail againſt them. 


Now, to free the faithful from the for- 
mer miſtake, and conſequently from all 
error, there is no other way than this, 
wholly to forſake the doctrines of men, 
and to lay by all thoſe opinions that we 
have ſucked in from our very cradles, and 
which are now become even a natural re- 
ligion to us; 1 lay, utterly to lay by, and 

wholly 
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wholly to forget all theſe things, and to 
come immediately to the pure unerring 
word of God, and to the voice of Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf, by his ſpirit, wherein all 
things are true, ſincere, and perfect; and 
not bring hearts to the word that are pre- 
poſſeſſed with doctrines and opinions learn- 
ed of men, but to come thither with 
hearts and conſciences free and unenga- 
ged; and in all meekneſs, uprightneſs, 
and ſimplicity of heart, to hear what Jeſus 
Chriſt, the faithful and true witneſs, will 
ſay by his Spirit, which alſo is the Spirit 
of Truth; and to receive and believe that 
alone, though never ſo differing from the 
opinions and doctrines of this preſent age, 
as well as of the former, and though per- 
haps the whole nation would be offended 
with it. 


And this is the courſe that J have ob- 
ſerved, to come to ſome clear and certain 
knowledge in the doctrine of baptiſm : 
for, having read much, and diſcourſed 
with many, touching this point, and hav- 
ing ſeriouſly conſidered what they ſay, as 
one that ſearched after the truth, for itſelf 
only, and for the ſatisfaction of my own 
ſoul; I do profeſs, I could not find any 
thing almoſt, ſpoken for my ſpirit boldly 
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and ſafely to lean on, as perceiving moſt 
of what they ſaid, to be but the apprehen- 
ſions and thoughts of men, and that they 
ſpake very much by conjecture, and at 
uncertainty in this matter; and thereupon 
I reſolved wholly to withdraw from ſuch 
diſcourſe, and to lay down whatever opi- 
nions I had before entertained touching 
this point, and to come to the plain and 
manifeſt ſcriptures, and from thence (aſter 
much ſeeking God) to learn whatever the 
Lord ſhould pleaſe to teach me; chuſing 
Tather to build on the clear word, though 
alone, than on any uncertain inferences 
and blind conjectures of men, though em- 


braced and magnified by all the world. 


Now, in this inquiry from the word, I 
met with that place, Heb. vi. 2. where 
the apoſtle, ſpeaking of ſome of the firſt 
and initial points of the Chriſtian religion, 
names aH, ˙ aide, m5, e the doctrine of 
baptiſms;” whence I perceived, that in 
the primitive church they had the doctrine 
of baptiſm in the plural number; and 
therefore did apply myſelf to ſearch from 
the word, what theſe baptiſms might be, 
and ſo met with the Baptiſt's own doctrine, 
touching baptiſms, mentioned in Mat. iii. 
Mark i. Luke iii. and John i. (for all the 
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evangeliſts make mention of this, it being 
a matter of ſo great concernment) and 
Luke makes mention of the ground of 
this doctrine of the Baptiſt, chap. 111. 15. 
« As the people were in expectation,” 
ſaith he, © and all men muſed in their 
hearts of John, whether he were the Chriſt 
or not, John anſwered, ſaying,” &c. The 
people, it ſeems, had great and high 
thoughts of John, becauſe he was the ſon 
of the high-prieſt, conceived after an ex- 
traordinary manner, his parents being both 
well ſtricken in age, and paſt children by 
the courſe of nature: and then the man- 
ner of his life was ſtrange, for he lived in 
the wilderneſs, out of the ordinary con- 
verſe of the world; and his apparel and 
diet were unuſual, being raiment of ca- 
mels hair, and a leathern girdle about his 
loins, and his meat, locuſts and wild 
honey ; but eſpecially his miniſtry was 
mighty, being in the ſpirit and power of 
Elias; and his baptiſm new and famous 
ſo that all the people ſtood in great ex- 
pectation of ſome work or event from 
him, that ſhould manifeſt him to be the 
Chriſt : wherefore John, to take them off 
from that groſs and dangerous miſtake, 
plainly told them all, and that openly, 
that he was not the Chriſt ; but that there 
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was a great deal of difference between 
himſelf and the Meſſias, and that both in 


Tegard of his perſon and office. 


Firſt for his office. For he begins to 
ſhew the difference from thence, becauſe 
the newneſs of his baptiſm was the occa- 


Hon of the people's conceiving that he 
was the Meſſias; whereupon he vilifies 


his own baptiſm in reſpect of Chriſt's ſay- 
ing, I indeed baptize you with water ;” 
that is, my baptiſm is but water-baptiſm, 
that waſhes the body only with a corpo- 
real element; © but one mightier than I 
comes,” for I am but a creature, he the 
Power of God; I but a ſervant, he the 
Lord of all; and one fo infinitely excel- 
lent above all that I am, that * the lat- 


chet of his ſhoes I am not worthy to un- 


looſe: that is, I am unworthy to per- 
form the meaneſt and loweſt office for 
him. And having thus firſt ſpoken mean- 
ly of his own baptiſm, and then magni- 
fied Chriſt's perſon above his own, now 
he proceeds alſo to magnify Chriſt's bap- | 
tiſm above his own; *© he,” ſaith he, 


ſhall baptize you with the Holy Spirit, and 


with fire: that is, I that am a ſervant 
do baptize with water, but he, that 1s, 
the Son, baptizes with the ſpirit ; my 

| baptiſm 
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baptiſm waſhes but the body from the 
filth of the fleſh, but his, the ſoul from 
filth of ſin; ſo that by how much the 
{ſpirit excels water, and God the creature, 
{o much his baptiſm tranſcends mine. 


Now hence I gather clearly; even from 
the Baptiſt's own 1 mouth, that John's bap- 
tiſm and Chriſt's were diſtin baptiſms, 
the one water- baptiſm, the other fire-bap- 
tiſm: and though our late writers and 
teachers have, and do affirm, that John's 
baptiſm and Chriſt's, make up but one 
intire baptiſm; yet all generally of the 
ancient Chriſtians apprehend them to be 
diſtindt; one whereof ſaith, “ Illud ma- 
nifeſtum eſt, alium fuiſſe Johannis bap- 
tiſmum, alium Chriſti:“ Auguſt. contra 
Liter. Petil. cap. 37. And I could pro- 
duce many more teſtimonies beſides, but 
it is not my meaning to entangle any 
body with the authorities of men, and 
therefore I ſhall make it plain by clear 
| Scriptures, and evidences from them, that 


John's baptiſm and Chriſt's are diſtinct. 


1. John's baptiſm and Chriſt's are diſ- 
tinct in their appellations in Scripture; 
for John's baptiſm was ſtill ſo called, even 
when the apoſtles uſed it; and it was not 

called 
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called by their names who adminiſtered 
it, but was ſtill called John's baptiſm : 
yea, after Chriſt's baptiſm came in, John's 
ſtill retained its name, as being diſtinct 
from it; and therefore in Acts xviii. 24, 
25. it is ſaid, © Apollos taught diligent- 
ly the things of the Lord, knowing only 
To Banlioua Tweys, the baptiſm of John.” 


2. The Scripture faith, that Chriſt's 
baptiſm was to follow John's, and did not 
_ accompany it at the ſame time, for in 
Mat. in. John faith, 2% wy Har, © 1 
do baptize you with water, but he that 
comes after me,“ i. e. in order of time, 
cνν , e Barlioe, he ſhall baptize you.” 
And in Mark i. % py iCarlioa vyar, 1 
indeed have baptized you,” avis % Bar- 
Jice, © but he ſhall baptize you;” 
which places plainly declare Chriſt's bap- 
tiſm did not go along with John's, but 
was to follow it, and that he was to bap- 
tize with the Spirit, after John's water- 
baptiſm had had its full courſe; to wit, 
when he was riſen from the dead, and 
aſcended into heaven. And therefore 
Chriſt, after he was riſen from the dead, 
and immediately before he was to aſcend 
into heaven, though his diſciples had uſed 
water-baptiſm, or John's baptiſm, far 
2 above 
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above three years, yet affirms that 
which John had ſaid of him, touch- 
ing his baptiſm with the Spirit, was not 
yet fulfilled, but was ſhortly to be ful- 
filled, as appears in Acts 1. 4, 5. * Chriſt 
being aſſembled with the apoſtles, com- 
manded them, that they ſhould not de- 
part from Jeruſalem, but wait for the 
promiſe of the Father, which,” faith he, 
« you have heard of me; for John truly 
baptized with water, but ye ſhall be bap- 
tized with the ſpirit not many days hence;” 
and this was fulfilled at the day of Pente- 
coſt. Whence it is evident, that Chriſt's 
baptiſm did not go along with John's, 
and make that up one intire baptiſm with 
itſelf, ſeeing it followed almoſt four years 
after, and therefore John's baptiſm and 
Chriſt's muſt needs be diſtinct. 


It is evident, that Chriſt's baptiſm 
and John's were diſtinct, inaſmuch as the 
baptiſm of Chriſt was neceſſary for thoſe 
very perſons who had before been bap- 
tized with the baptiſm of John; where- 
as, if John's baptiſm had been one and 
the ſame with Chriſt's, that only had been 
ſufficient; but now thoſe whom John had 
baptized with water, Chriſt was to bap- 
tize again with the Spirit, as in that place 

before- 
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before- mentioned, “ I have baptized you 
with water, but one comes after me, who 
ſhall baptize you with the ſpirit;” even 
you whom I have before baptized with 
water: and this was not a ſecond baptiſm, 
but the firſt baptiſm of the New-Teſta- 
ment, John's baptiſm being more legal 
than evangelical; and evangelical only 
in ſo much, as it pointed out this bap- 
tiſm of Chriſt at hand, 


Again, the Baptiſt himſelf ſaith, « I 
have need to be baptized of thee;“ ſo 
that the very author, or chief miniſter 
of water-baptiſm, ſtood in need of ſpiri- 
tual baptiſm himſelf: Paul alſo, Acts xix. 
when he found certain diſciples baptized _ 
only with the baptiſm of John, he bap- 
tized them again in the name of Chriſt, 
becauſe they had not received the Spirit; 
and this baptiſm into the name of Chriſt, 
was not the repeating of any water, but 
meerly the gift of the Spirit; for Paul 

reached to them largely the doctrine of 
faith in Chriſt (for the text relates but 
the abſtract of the thing) and laid his 
hands on them, and through his miniſtry. 
the Holy Spirit came upon them; and 
this was Chriſt's baptiſm indeed, and no 
| renewing of water at all, as the Anabap- 
tiſt would fain enforcg from this place. 
| By 
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By theſe things it is evident, that 
Chriſt's baptiſm and John's are diſtinct; 
and therefore, as what God hath joined, 

no man ought to put aſunder, ſo what 
God hath put aſunder, no man ought to 

join; as if the baptiſm of Chriſt were in- 
ſufficient and incomplete, except we 
ſhould add to it the baptiſm of John; 

which is exceedingly to eclipſe the bright- 
neſs of the Son of God, and to draw a 
veil over the greateſt glory of the New- 

Teſtament, which is the baptiſm. of the 
Spirit, | 


Object. If the ordinary objection ſhall 
be offered againſt this, to wit, That 
John's doctrine was the ſame with Chriſt's, 
and therefore his baptiſm alſo was the 

_ fame with his.” ' | 


I anſwer, It is moſt true, that John did 
preach Chriſt clearly, both in regard of 
his perſon and offices; but this was not 
his proper work, as he was the Baptiſt, 
but inſomuch as he preached Chriſt in 
the Spirit, he belonged to the kingdom 
of Chriſt, which is ſpiritual, as alſo Abra- 
ham, Moſes, David, Iſaiah, and all the 
prophets, did in the ſame ſenſe: but fo 
far forth as he preached the doctrine, 
| 7 and 
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and adminiſtered the baptiſm of repent- 
ance, and both theſe not really and ſpirt- 
tually, but only in the letter and ſign, 
ſo far he belonged to the Old-Teſtament, 
rather than to the New : here was John 
in his proper office. I ſay, fo far as John 
preached Chriſt ſpiritually, he did not 
that as John the Baptiſt, but as John a 
believer: and ſo the ſame John, in regard 
of his Baptiſt's office, belonged to the 
Old-Teſtament; but according to the 
revelation which he had from the Father 
touching Chriſt, and his faith in him, and 
confeſſion of him, he belonged to the 
New. And except we learn thus to diſ- 
tinguiſh of John's doctrine, to wit, what 
he preached as Baptiſt, and in his proper 
office, and what as a believer who had the 
revelation of the Father, we ſhall never 
underſtand his baptiſm aright : for John's 
baptiſm was the ſeal of his Old Teſtament 
doctrine, and not of his New; or of his 
own immediate miniſtry, and not of 
Chriſt's; at the higheſt, John's miniſtry 
and baptiſm pointed out Chriſt, but net- 
ther of them were the ſame with Chriſt's, 


And thus having cleared from the word, 
that John's baptiſm is diſtinct from 
_ Chriſt's, I ſhall proceed to ſpeak of each 

I of 
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of theſe baptiſms apart by themſelves, 
and to hold forth to others what myſelf 
have learned touching them from the 
ſame word. | 


And firſt I begin with John's baptiſm, 
as being the firſt in order of time. 


Now the baptiſm of John was brought 
in, beſides the rite and manner of the law, 
and ſo was a ſign of a great change to fol- 
low : the Jews indeed had their baptiſms 
in the law, for they waſhed their members, 
garments, veſſels, &c, and by this they 
were cleanſed from legal pollutions, but 
not from any fin or ſtain that did cleave 
to their conſciences; but John was the 
author or firſt miniſter of a new and un- 
wonted baptiſm, calling all men to re- 
pentance from ſin, and to flee from the 
wrath to come, and awakening them to 
confeſſion of fin and amendment of life; 
and alſo pointing out one to come, and 
now at hand, who ſhould do all theſe 
things for them indeed, which neither he 
nor his baptiſm could do. 


Now, touching John's baptiſm, I ſhall 
ſhew, | 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, The honourableneſs of it in it- 
ſelf. | 


Secondly, The weakneſs and imper- 
fectneſs of it, in reference to Chriſt, 


Thirdly, The continuance and dura- 
tion of it. 


T. For the honourableneſs of it in 
itſelf, it appears in ſeveral paſſages. 


Firſt, That though the baptiſm of John 
in itſelf was more legal than evangelical, 

yet in this it did excel all the former le- 
gal baptiims, that it pointed out Chriſt's 
baptiſm near at hand; for as John him- 
ſelf was greater than all the former pro- 
phets, becauſe he pointed out with his 
finger Chriſt the true and great prophet 
of the church; ſo his baptiſm was more 
excellent than all the former baptiſms, 
becauſe it pointed out Chriſt's great and 
glorious baptiſm now at hand, as he ſaith, 

« I baptize you with water, but he that 
comes after me, ſhall baptize you wath 
the Spirit.” 


"Secondly, John's baptiſm was from 
heaven, and not from men; it had its in- 
ſtitution 
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ſtitution from God, and was not an ordi- 
nance he took up of his own head. Luke 
iii. 2. It is ſaid, that at the beginning of 
John's ſetting forth to his baptiſm and 
miniſtry, „That the word of God came 
to him in the wilderneſs;” that is, ge 
was inſpired, inſtructed, and taught by a 
word from God himſelf, touching his 
miniſtry-baptiſm, and the diſcovery of 
Chriſt's he was to make; and John i. 6. 
There was a man ſent from God, whoſe 
name was John;“ and ver. 33. He 
that ſent me to baptize with water, ſaid 
unto me:“ he went not of his own ac- 
cord, but God ſent him to baptize; fo 
that as God was the author of thoſe in- 
ferior baptiſms of Moſes, ſo of this 
more high and excellent baptiſm of John; 
and hereupon the-publicans, that received 
John's baptiſm, are ſaid to juſtify God; 
and the phariſees and lawyers that refuſed 
it, to reject againſt themſelves, that is, 


to their own harm, the counſel of God, 
Luke vii. 29, 30. 


_ Thirdly, Chriſt himſelf, who was born 
under the law, and ſubject to the law, 
ſubmitted himſelf alſo to the baptiſm of 
John, as the laſt and livelieſt ceremony; 
Mat. iii. 13. © Then cometh Jeſus from 


Galilee 
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Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be bap- 
tized of him;” and ſo Chriſt, who had 
ſubmitted himſelf to the circumciſion of 
Moſes, ſubmitted himſelf alſo to the bap- 
tiſm of John, and as he ſubmitted him- 
ſelf to all the ceremonies of Moſes, not 
for his own ſake, but for ours; ſo alſo to 
the baptiſm of John. For ſeeing Chriſt 
was free from ſin, he ſtood in no need of 
repentance, and ſo not of that baptiſm, 
which was the baptiſm of repentance for 
the remiſſion of ſin; but there the head, 
who was free from ſin, was baptized for 
the body, which was full of ſin, that he 
might fulfil al! righteouſneſs in his own 
_ perſon. And this was a great honour to 
the baptiſm of John, that Chriſt (though 
in reference to our fleſh more than his 
own) ſubmitted himſelf to it, Ef 


Thus it appears, that the baptiſm of 
John was very honourable and of high 
account in its time, ſo that the very diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt took it up, and Chriſt 
himſelf ſuffered them, becauſe John's 
baptiſm was the ſign and fore-runner of 
his, and becauſe the time of his own 
baptiſm was not yet come; but Chriſt 
himſelf uſed it not, as John witneſſes, 
chap. iv. 2. ſaying, „Jeſus himſelf hap 
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tized not, but his diſciples,” to wit, with 
John's baptiſm, which was water-baptiſm. 
For it became not the Son of God to 
baptize with a creature; nor the Lord 
of all, to uſe the baptiſm of a ſervant. 


And thus having ſhewed, how honour- 
able John's baptiſm was in itſelf, (where- 
in I conceive I have not done him, though 
a ſervant, the leaſt prejudice, but have 
fully attributed to his office, whatever the 
word, or he himſelf, a meſſenger from 
God, attributes to it) I ſhall now pro- 
ceed to ſhew, that the baptiſm of John, 
how honourable and excellent ſoever, is 
yet far beneath and below Chriſt's; yea, 


and moſt weak and imperfect in compari- 
ſon of his. 


For firſt, John's baptiſm was with a 
creature, with the element of water; for 
the creature could baptize but with the 
creature, that is, John with water; and ſo 
this was far beneath the baptiſm of Chriſt, 
which was the work of God by God, the 
work of the Father by the Son, and of the 
Son by the Spirit. | 


Secondly, John's baptiſm was zantum- 


exterius lavacrum, but outward, and reach- 
Ag cd 
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ed the outward man only; the baptiſm of 
water reached but the body, and it could 
pierce no deeper; and after all the waſh- 
ing of the body with water, the ſoul ſtill 
remained as full of filth, ſin, and corrup- 
tion as ever; and ſo it was far beneath 
Chriſt's, which reaches the ſou] : the bap- 
tiſm of John was the baptiſm of bodies, 


but the baptiſm of Chriſt the baptiſm of 


ſouls; and only the baptiſm of the ſpirit 
reaches the ſpirit, and attains to the foul], 
conſcience, and inner man, to purge and 
purify them. 


Thirdly, The baptiſm of John was but 


a ſign and ceremony, though it had more 


life and light in it than any of the ſigns 
of the law, as being nearer to Chriſt, and 
more newly revived by God; and fo 
though uſeful in 1ts ſeaſon, yet the effi- 
cacy of it, after the manner of all ſigns, 
was but weak. For, 


Firſt, It did not give the Spirit one 
drop of the Spirit; yea, ſome who were 
baptized with John's baptiſm, did not 
know the way of the Lord perfectly; that 
is, had no certain knowledge of Chriſt, 
the only way to God, as Apollos, Acts 
xviii. yea, ſome of them did not ſo much 

as 
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as know, whether there were any Holy 
Ghoſt or no, as thoſe twelve diſciples, 


Acts xix. much leſs had received the 
Spirit. 


Secondly, Neither did it give repent- 
ance and remiſſion of ſin (for what was 
the plunging of a man in cold water to- 
wards repentance and remiſſion of ſin?) 
but theſe were the works of Chriſt's own 
baptiſm, which is the baptiſm of the 
Spirit: for no man can repent of ſin, 
but by the preſence of the righteouſneſs 
of God in his heart, which is the work 
of that Spirit which is given in Chriſt's 
baptiſm ; neither can any remit ſin but 
God: our fins are never forgiven by 
God, till God dwells in us through Jeſus 
Chriſt, by the work of the Spirit; ſo 
that repentance was given, and fin for- 
given, but in hope only in John's bap- 
tiſm, but really and truly in Chriſt's, 
which was the real baptiſm of repentance 
and remiſſion of ſin. 


Thirdly, Neither did it give entrance 
into the kingdom of God ; for the king- 
dom of God is a ſpiritual kingdom, and 

no earthly or corporeal thing can give 
entrance into it: the baptiſm in the 
1 5 B | water 


[ 26 4 


water of Jordan could deliver no man up 
into the kingdom of God, but the bap- 
tiſm in that river that makes glad the 
city of God, Pſal. xlvi. 4. in that river 
clear as chryſtal, that proceeds from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb, which 
is the Spirit, which delivers up all that 
partake of it, firſt, into the kingdom of 
the Son, and after, through that into the 
kingdam of the Father. The baptiſm 
of John left men in .that old world 
wherein it found them ; but the baptiſm 
of Chriſt delivers them up into the new 
world, or the kingdom of God. 


Now, in all theſe regards, it appears 
that John's baptiſm did not do the work 
of the baptiſm of the New-Teſtament ; 
for then that only had been ſufficient, and 
there had been no need of Chriſt's to 
come. LET 


And thus you ſee that the baptiſm of 
John, as it is diſtin from Chriſt's, ſo 
it is far inferior to his. And therefore 
great hath been the miſtake of many for 
{ſeveral ages, who have made John's bap- 
tiſm equal to Chriſt's; for what 1s this, 
but to make the ſervant equal to the 
Lord, and to fit down the creature 8 

the 
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the throne of the only begotten of the 
Father? Yea, and it is the quite pervert- 
ing of John's office, for John was to be 
a burning and ſhining light, to uſher in 
Chriſt the true Light: he was to be as a 
morning-ſtar, to uſher in Chriſt the Son 
of Righteouſneſs, and was not to be ſo 
much clouds and darkneſs to obſcure 
him; he was but to point out Chriſt, 
and depart again, and not to fit in equal 
glory with him, on his throne, in the 
New-Teſtament. John ſaid, He was 
not worthy to bear his ſhoes;” and 
therefore they do not well, who have 
prepared an equal crown for him with 
Chriſt, who is King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords. | 


Wherefore we. muſt take great heed 
that we do not ſo magnify John's office 
as to intrench on Chriſt's, and to make 
the Son, out of the boſom of the Father, 
to take up the baptiſm of John a ſer- 
vant, and not to adminiſter one intirely 
his own; ſurely this would not have 
been ſuitable to the glory of the only 
| begotten Son of God. 


The third thing I propound to ſpeak 
to, touching John's baptiſm, is the * 
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of its duration or ' continuance, and that 
was but very ſhort : for John's baptiſm, 
as all the ceremonies of Moſes, was but 
for a time; yea, this being nearer the 
truth and ſubſtance than they, was of leſs 
duration ; as the morning-ſtar, though 
brighter than the reſt of thoſe heavenly 
lights, ſhines leſs while than they, be- 
cauſe the haſty appearance of the ſun 
ſwallows it up. And ſo John's baptiſm 
was of great uſe a little before Chriſt's 
manifeſtation to Iſrael, and continued 
till the time of his aſcenſion; and then 
when Chriſt's baptiſm began, the ſhadow 
was to give way to the ſubſtance, and 
the ſign to truth, and the letter to 
the Spirit, and the ſervant to the Son ; 
ſo that Chriſt's baptiſm .put an end to 
John's; fire-baptiſm to water-baptiſm, 
and Spirit-baptiſm to creature-baptiſm : 
for as all the prophets were until John, 
ſo John was until Chriſt; and John 
muſt no more exceed his bounds, than 
Moſes and the prophets theirs; but as 
the prophets gave up to John, ſo John 
muſt give up to Chriſt. John's tempo- 
rary miniſtry had a temporary baptiſm ; 
but the everlaſting goſpel (which is that 
word in our fleſh) hath an everlaſting 
baptiſm, which 1s the pouring out of the 
5 Spirit. 
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Spirit, So then, John being a ſervant, 
and forerunner of Chriſt, Chriſt was not 
to take up his baptiſm, but John was to 
reſign up his baptiſm to Chriſt; yea, 
and as a ſervant, to deliver up all things 
into his hands, as Heir and Lord: and 
ſo John's water-baptiſm was to laſt but 
till Chriſt's fire-baptiſm ſhould come in, 
and then the fire ſhould lick up the water; 
and as Spirit - baptiſm ſhould increaſe, 


water- baptiſm ſhould decreaſe. So that 


John's baptiſm, or water-baptiſm, (which 


is all one) belongs not to Chriſt's king- 


dom, which is a kingdom not of the 
letter, but” of the Spirit; not of ſigns 
and ſhadows, but of the truth : and there- 
fore we leave it where we found it, even 
without the bounds and reach of Chriſt's 
kingdom : for John's office and baptiſm 
reached unto Chriſt's kingdom, but hath 
no place in it; and to bring ſigns and 
ceremonies into the kingdom of truth, 
is, if rightly underſtood, to act againſt 
Chriſt glorified, ION 


Object. But ſome will ſay, © This is 
ſtrange indeed, that water-baprtiſm ſhould 
have no place in the kingdom of Chriſt ; 
and therefore pray ſtay a little, for we 
have many things to object againſt it.“ 

3 Object. 
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Object. 1. Why, this would rob us 
of our Chriſtianity. 


I anſwer, No: for it is not water, but 
Spirit-baptiſm, that makes us Chriſtians ; 
and water-baptiſm hath been an unlawful 
blending or mixing of the church and 
world together; 0 that hitherto they 
could not be well differenced from each 
other, to the great prejudice of the con- 
gregations of Chriſt. 


Object. 2. But have ſo many ages 
erred, that have uſed water-baptiſm ? 


Anſw. For the errors of former ages, 
and their great miſtakes in many of the 
truths of God, I have nothing to ſay, 


but that of the apoſtle, «© How un- 


ſearchable are his judgments, and his 
ways paſt finding out!“ 


Object. 3. But you are the firſt 
man, for ought we know, that ever 
oppoſed it. | 


Anſw. One ſingle mean man with 
the word, may very juſtly and lawfully 


contradict the whole world without it: 
truth 
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truth is not to be judged by multitudes, 
or an unity, but by the word. 


Object. 4. But Chriſt himſelf was 
baptized with water, and ſurely that per- 
petuates it in the church. | 


Anſw, Chriſt's being baptized with 
water under John, no more perpetuates 
water-baptiſm in the Chriſtian church, 
than his being circumciſed under Moſes, 
perpetuates circumciſion in the Chriſtian 
church; or his ſubmitting to other 
Moſaical ceremonies, perpetuates them: 
Chriſt brings no temporal or carnal thing 
into his everlaſting or ſpiritual kingdom, 
though himſelf ſubmitted to them under 
their ſeveral diſpenſations in the ſeaſon 
of them. 5 


Object. 3. But Chriſt juſtifies and 
commands water- baptiſm in John 11. 
„Except a man be born of water,” 
&c, And Mat. xxviii. Teach and 
baptize.” 


Anſw. I confeſs theſe are places 
that many have miſtaken, to juſtify the 
practice of water-baptiſm; but I ſhall 
ſnew you, that they do indeed miſun- 
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derſtand them. For that firſt place, John 
iii. 5. Except a man be born 2 d 
x) True}, of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God 3” 
I confeis many of the ancients have by 
water here underſtood material water, 
and have interpreted the place of external 
baptiſm, which was John's only: and 
hereupon divers of them have exceedingly 
magnified water, and aſcribed to it the 
waſhing of ſouls, and the regeneration of 
Chriſtians in ſome meaſure ; they not 
conſidering in the mean time, what Chriſt 
faith in the very next verſe, © That which 
1s born of the fleſh, is fleſh, and that 
which is born of the Spirit, is Spirit;” by 


—— 


which they might have learned, that out- 


ward and corporeal water can do nothing 


but outward and corporeal things, and 


can contribute nothing to the cleanſing 
of ſouls and conſciences from ſin. 


So that this place cannot be underſtood 


of corporeal water; and I could produce 
the teſtimonies of many godly men, of 


good note, to this purpoſe, but do for- 
bear, becauſe I would not have our faith 
built upon the authorities of men; but 
the thing is evident from the text itſelf, 
for it ſaith, © Except a man be born of 
5 water, 
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water,” which ſhews the water he ſpeaks 
of, muſt be ſuch as is able to give a new 


birth, and to make a man a new, that is, 


a ſpiritual, holy, heavenly creature; and 
no water can do this, but the Spirit; and 
therefore Chriſt adds to water, the Spirit, 
by way of explication, as if he had ſaid, 
No man can enter into the kingdom of 
God, except he be born again of water,” 
but the water I ſpeak of is no material 
water, but the Spirit, which is able to 
produce in you a heavenly nature, through 
Which only we can have an entrance into 
an heavenly kingdom, ſeeing fleſh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God; ſo that the water Chriſt means in 
this place, 1s the Spirit, And many other 
places give witneſs to this, John iv. 10. 
« If thou didſt know who it is that ſaith 


unto thee, give me to drink, thou wouldſt 


have aſked of him, and he would have 
given thee living water:“ and verſ. 13, 
14. Jeſus ſaid unto her, Whoſoever 
drinks of this water (meaning the water 
of the well called Jacob's well) ſhall 


thirſt again; but whoſoever ſhall drink 


of the water that I ſhall give him, ſhall 
never thirſt; but the water that 1 ſhall 
give him, ſhall be in him a well of water, 
ſpringing up unto everlaſting life ;”” and 


B 5 John 


r . TY OER—_—y_— G—I_—_— . 1 1 yy _ ww — — - — — 


L--34 3 


John vii. 37, 38, 39. © Jeſus ſtood and 
cried, ſaying, If any man thirſt, let him 
come unto me and drink; he that believ- 
eth on me, as the Scripture hath ſaid, 
out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of living 
water;” but this ſpake he of the Spirit, 


which they that believed on him ſhould 
receive. 


Now by water, in all theſe places, is 
not meant material water, but the Spirit, 
as Chriſt himſelf explicates, and ſure his 
teſtimony alone is ſufficient. 


But again, if in this place, Except 
a man be born of water and the Spirit,“ 
vou will needs underſtand material water, 
why then, upon the ſame ground, you 
muſt needs underſtand that place in Mat- 
thew of material fire, where it is ſaid, 
Mat. iii. 11. He ſhall baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and with fire;“ 
which is abſurd to very reaſon to think: 
but water and fire in each place, added to 
the Spirit, ſnew only the efficacy of the 
Spirit; and ſo you may as well bring in 
the uſe of material fire in baptiſm, from 
the text in Matthew, as of material 
water from the text in John. So that 
this place in John, proves no webe 
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of Chriſt for water-baptiſm in his king- 
dom, which is the church of the New- 
Teſtament. 


Now the other place, Mat. xxviil. 19. 
« Go ye and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,” is 
alſo of as little force as the former, to 
prove water-baptiſm to be an inſtitution 
of Chriſt. Indeed I find, that where- 
ever men have met with the words bap- 
tiſm or baptize in the Scriptures, pre- 


ſently their thoughts have deſcended to 


material water; they not ſo well conſi- 
dering or underſtanding that water which 
is the Spirit, which is the only water that 
performs all the baptiſm in the kingdom 
of God. . f 


Now for that place, “ Go teach all 
nations, baptizing them,” they under- 
ſtand it thus: teach them, and baptize 
them with material water, uſing this form 
of words, © I baptize thee in the name 
of the Father,” &c. But herein they err 
from the mind of Chriſt: for by theſe 
words Chriſt leads his diſciples from 
John's baptiſm to his own; as if he had 
laid, John indeed baptized with water, 
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and ye have hitherto uſed his baptiſm, 
but I ſhall now ſhortly baptize you with 
my own baptiſm of the Spirit; and from 
that time I would have you go teach all 
nations, and by the miniſtration of the 
Spirit, not baptize them, or dip them in 
cold water, (as John did in his own bap- 
tiſm, and you in his) but baptize them, 
or dip them, into the name of God 
the Father, Son, and Spirit; and note, 
that he ſaith not here BUC ee dvſes ty To 
 evope]t, in the name, but &s 78 3roaa, into 
the name of the Father, &c. and by the 
name of God, is meant the power and 
virtue of God, or God himſelf, as Mark 
xvi. Chriſt ſaith, „In my name they 
ſhall caſt out devils;” that is, in my 
power and virtue; ſo that the ſenſe lies 
thus, Teach the nations, and baptize them 
into the name, &c. that is, by your 
miniſtry, which ſhall be of the Spirit, and 
not of the letter, you ſhall baptize them, 
or dip them, or intereſt them, into the 
name of God, who is the Father, Son, 
and Spirit, as he hath diſcovered him 
ſelf, in his laſt and moſt glorious diſ- 
covery of himſelf in the goſpel; you 
ſhall, I ſay, dip them into his name, or 
ſprinkle his name upon them, that they 
may be holy, juſt, true, merciful, righ- 
teous, 
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teous, good, &c. that is, your miniſtry, 
after you have received the Spirit, ſhall 
have ſuch efficacy, that it ſhall clothe 
men with the name of God, and tranſ- 
form them into his very nature. | 


So that this place cannot be under- 
ſtood of water, but inſtead of baptizing 


in material water, as John, he tells them, 


they ſhould baptize into the name of God, 
in ſuch ſort, that they that were before 
ſinful, corrupt, and evil men, ſhould now 
be taken up into the glory of the name of 
God. Neither can this place be underſtood 
of a form of words, which the apoſtles and 


their ſucceſſors ſhould uſe in baptizing, 


as molt men have thought and taught, 
ſeeing no place of Scripture can be named, 
wherein the apoſtles, in baptizing, uſed 
this form of words, ſaying, I baptize 
thee in the name of the Father, Son, 
and Spirit,” which they had undoubt- 
edly done, if Chriſt had commanded it 
as an abſolute form. And becauſe many 


will preſently be ready to be enraged at 
this aſſertion, I will a little cool their | 


heat with what Zuinglius ſaith of this 
place, who was one of the greateſt ene- 
mies to the Anabaptiſts that was in his 


time; © Chriſtus Ieſus (faith he) bap- 
8 tiſmi 
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tiſmi formulam, qui uteremur, his ver- 

bis non inſtituit, quemadmodum theo- 
logi hactenus falſo tradiderunt,” Zuin. 
lib. de Bapt. p. 56. tom. 2. oper. that 
is, „ Jeſus Chriſt did not in theſe words 
inſtitute a form of baptiſm, which we 
ſhould uſe, as divines have hitherto falſly 
taught: and he affirms it upon the ſame 
grounds I have mentioned before. 


Again, if this place, “Go teach and 
baptize, be meant of water - baptiſm, 
Paul did very ill obſerve the command 
of Chriſt, who baptized but two or three 
believing families, at the moſt, with 
water - baptiſm, and yet preached the 
word in a circuit from Jeruſalem to Illy- 
ricum, Rom. xv. 19. through many king- 
doms, countries, villages, people; but 
I ſay, Paul, though he uled not water- 
baptiſm, yet did punctually fulfil the 
command of Chriſt, and did teach them, 
and baptize them into the name of God. 
So that no queſtion there were many 
churches planted in Paul's time, who 
believed in Chriſt, and received the Spirit, 
and walked in fellowſhip with the Father 
and the Son, and with one another in the 
Father and the Son, who never were 
waſhed at all with en ; for 
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Paul knew well, that no outward thing 
was of any account in the kingdom of 
God ; and that as circumciſion and un- 
circumciſion were nothing, ſo neither 
water-baptiſm, nor the want of it, were 
any thing, but a new creature is ALL; 
and if there be faith and the Spirit, they 
are ſufficient to the kingdom of God, 
without any outward ceremonies what- 
ſoever. 5 


So that neither of theſe two places 
prove any inſtitution of water-baptiſm, 
of Chriſt, but that ſtill remains John's 
baptiſm, and not Chriſt's 


Object. 6. The laſt, and that which 
ſeems the ſtrongeſt objection, is, that 
the apoſtles practiſed water-baptiſm, not 
only before Chriſt's baptiſm came in, but 
after; and this is moſt evident in very 
many places in the acts of the apoſtles. 


I anſwer. True indeed, the apoſtles 
did practiſe water-baptiſm, but not from 
Chriſt, but from John, whoſe baptiſm 
they took up, and an outward ceremony 
of honour and account is not eaſily and 
ſuddenly laid down; and hence ſome of 
the apoſtles uſed circumciſion, and oy 
| after 
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after the aſcenſion of Chriſt; for circum- 
ciſion was an honourable ceremony uſed 
from Abraham's time, and ſo they could 
not (no not in the time of the New- 


_ Teſtament) ſuddenly and abruptly leave 


it off; but they did ule it for a time, 
for their ſakes who were weak, well 
knowing that the circumciſion without 
hands, would by degrees put an end to 
the circumciſion made with hands. For 
ceremonies are beſt laid down, and old 
cuſtoms belt laid aſide, by the efficacy of 
the Spirit and power of righteouſneſs. 
And ſo in like manner the apoſtles uſed 
the baptiſm of John, or water- baptiſm, 
it having been of high account in the 
dawning of the day of the goſpel, and 


for the preſent ſtill continuing ſo ; but 


they knew, that ſpirit or fire- baptiſm, 
would by degrees conſume water-baptiſm, 
and lick up all the drops of it; for ſo 
John himſelf intimates, ſaying, He muſt 
increaſe, but I muſt decreaſe ;” that is, 
the truth muſt eat out the ceremony, 
and the ſubſtance the ſign, and the more 
his miniſtry and baptiſm come in, mine 
ſhall go out; and the miniſtry of the 
Son ſhall ſwallow up the miniſtry of 
the ſervant, as the ſun- light doth the 
moon-light; and the baptiſm of fire ſhall 
devour 
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devour the baptiſm of water; and his 
ſpirit - baptiſm by degrees ſhall put an 
end to my water-baptiſm : and therefore 
Paul, as you have heard, after he had 
uſed this baptiſm twice or thrice, quite 
forbore it, and yet planted many churches 
of Chriſt; and ſo probably by degrees 
did other apoſtles too; for they knew 
that Chriſt's baptiſm included John's, and 
was fully ſufficient of itſelf without it; 
and therefore we find Paul teaching in 
Chriſt's kingdom but one baptiſm, and 


this the baptiſm of the Spirit, Eph. iv. 


from which the church of the New- 
Teſtament, both Jews and Gentiles, was 
to take its beginning, and not from 
outward elements or water-waſhing. 


Wherefore ſeeing theſe things are ſo, 
the Anabaptiſts have extremely miſtaken, 
who have made their water-waſhing ſo 
_ eſſential a work of the New-Teſtament, 
that they would neither hear the word, 
nor have Chriſtian communion with any 
one that was not ſo waſhed ; yea, though 
they were convinced touching them, that 
they had received the Spirit: this, I ſay, 
hath been the great error of very many 
honeſt and well-meaning people, through 
miſunderſtanding the word, to make waſh- 


ing 
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ing with material water ſo neceſſary a 
thing in ſpiritual worſhip; yea, and more 
eſſential to the communion of ſaints, than 
the very Spirit itſelf; whom J do not 
therefore judge, but pity. 


And thus much for water- baptiſm, 
which was John's, and belonged only to 


that middle miniſtry, betwixt the pro- 
phets and Chriſt. 
3 


Now the other baptiſm 1 am to ſpeak 
of, is Chriſt's, which is ſpirit or fire- 
baptiſm ; and this is the one and only 
baptiſm of the New - Teſtament, as we 
find Paul affirming, Eph. iv. 4, 5. where 
he ſaith, that in Chriſt's kingdom there 
is but one body and one Spirit, and one 
hope of our calling, and one Lord, and 
one faith, there is alſo but # BAN, one 


Baptiſm; and this 1s the baptiſm of the 


Spirit, as the apoſtle elſewhere ſhews, 
ſaying, 1 Cor. xii. 13. For by one 
Spirit we are all baptized into one body, 


and have been made all to drink into 
one Spirit,” CL 


Now this ſpirit - baptiſm did not go 
along with John's water - baptiſm, but 
followed it about four years by as you 

| os have 
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have heard, and as appearsby the fore- 
mentioned place of Chriſt, Acts i. 5. 
where he tells his diſciples, ſaying, John 
verily baptized with water, but ye ſhall 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days hence.” And this promiſe 
of Chriſt, and of the Father, was fulfilled 
at the day of Pentecoſt, when the apoſtles 
being all met together, There came a 
ſound from heaven, as of a mighty ruſh- 
ing wind, and it filled the houſe where 
they were ſitting, and there appeared 

unto them cloven tongues, like as of fire, 
and it ſat upon each of them, and they 
were all filled with the Spirit.” Here was 
the firſt beginning of Chriſt's or Spirit- 
baptiſm, for it began not till after the 
aſcenſion of Chriſt into heaven, and his 
ſitting down on the throne of God; and 
John the apoſtle alſo witneſſes to this, 
chap. vil. 39. ſaying, © The Spirit was 
not yet given, becauſe Chriſt was not yet 
glorified:“ but as ſoon as he was glorified, 
then did he begin to baptize with the 
Spirit, not the apoſtles only, but alſo the 
Jews and Gentiles, and all forts of people 
that did believe in his name through the 
word of the goſpel : ſo that then Chriſt's 
baptiſm began to take place, and prevail, 
as you may fee, Acts viii. 14, 15, 16. 
e When 
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e When the apoſtles that were at Jeruſa- 
lem had heard that Samaria had received 
the word of God by the preaching of 
Philip, they ſent unto them Peter and 
John, who, when they were come down, 
prayed for them, that they might receive 
the Holy Spirit, for as yet he was fallen 
on none of them, (only,” ſaith the text, 
© they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus,” 1. e. they had only been 
baptized with John's baptiſm, who only 
baptized with water, ſaying, that they 
ſhould believe on Chriſt that was to come 
after : for John's baptiſm was yet uſual, 
inaſmuch as Chriſt's baptiſm was but new 
begun) * then did the apoſtles lay their 
hands on them, and they received the 
Holy Spirit:“ ſo that here now was the 
progreſs of Spirit - baptiſm. And after, 
when Peter preached to Cornelius, and 
his family and friends, the Holy Spirit 
fell upon them, Acts x. And Peter gives 
this account to thoſe of the circumciſion 
at Jeruſalem, Acts xi. 15. And as 1 
began to ſpeak, the Holy Spirit fell on 
them as on us at the beginning; then re- 
membered I the word of the Lord, how 
that he ſaid, John indeed baptized with 
water, but ye ſhall be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit:?“ fo that Peter evidently 
| : | declares, 
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declares, the gifr of the Spirit by the 
miniſtry of the goſpel, to be the baptiſm 
of Chriſt, or the baptiſm of the Holy 
Spirit and fire, which Chriſt promiſed at 
his aſcenſion into heaven. 


And this is the only baptiſm wherein 

all the church of the New-Teſtament are 
to partake with Chriſt; I ſay, not the 
baptiſm of water, but of the Spirit: he 
and we drinking into one Spirit, and the 
ſame Spirit deſcending on us as did on 
him. The pouring out of the Spirit on the 
fleſh of Chriſt, was his New-Teſtament 
baptiſm, and it is ours too; and all our 
true and ſound comfort and happineſs 


lies in this, that we are baptized with 


the ſame Spirit that he was; for it would 
be as little ſpiritual comfort to be dipped 


in the ſame water with Chriſt, as to eat 


with him at the ſame table, or to drink 
with him in the ſame cup, or to go along 
with him in the ſame ſhip, as Judas did, 
and divers of the unbelieving Jews ; but 
to drink with him in one Spirit, is to 


partake of one Spirit with him, and to be 


one Chriſt with him; and r is a com- 
fort indeed. 


| Now the outward inſtrument of Chriſt's, 
or Spirit-baptiſm, is not material water, 
but 
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but the word, as Chriſt ſhews, Mat. xxviii. 
where he ſaith, © Teach and baptize ;” 
| ſhewing, that teaching the word is the 
outward means of baptizing with the 
Spirit. And again, John xvii. 3. Now 
are ye clean through the word,” not 
which Moſes, but “ which I have ſpoken 
unto you,” (and therefore is the goſpel 
called the miniſtration of the Spirit, be- 
cauſe it proceeds from the Spirit, and 
communicates the Spirit, and Chriſt bap- 
tizes with the Spirit, through the mini- 
ſtration of the Spirit, which 1s the 
preaching of the goſpel) and Eph. v. 26. 
« Chriſt gave himſelf for his church, that 
he might ſanctify and cleanſe it, To au7es 
Ts VJarT\& ty hlt, with the waſhing of 
water by the word;“ that is, Chriſt 
cleanſes his church by ſuch a waſhing of 
water, as 1s brought about by the word 
and the water, with which the word 
waſhes in the Spirit; for by the word the 
Spirit is given; and the word cleanſes by 
the Spirit, and the Spirit by the word 
and therefore it is alſo ſaid, 1 Cor. vii. 1. 
« Having theſe promiſes, let us cleanſe 
ourſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and 
pn”: 


From all this it appears, that Spirit- 
baptiſm is not to be performed by . 
| | ut 
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but by the word; and no man, under 


the New-Teſtament, receives the Spirit 


through the baptiſm of water, but through 
the miniſtry of the New- Teſtament, which 
is the only miniſtration of the Spirit. 


To conclude : this baptiſm of the 
Spirit, that 1s performed only by the 
word, is that baptiſm of which ſo many 
excellent things are ſpoken in the New- 
Teſtament. As, 


1. This baptiſm of the Spirit gves a 
new nature, and this nature is a divine na- 
ture, or the nature of God; and hence it 
is ſaid, © Except a man be born of water 


and the Spirit ;”' ſo that the baptiſm of the 


Spirit gives a new birth, and ſo a new 
nature: and again, * That which is born 


of the Spirit, is Spirit;“ ſo that the bap- 
tiſm of the Spirit makes us Spirit, and 


through the baptiſm of the Spirit, we be- 
come that which the Spirit itſelf is; and 
ſo the true foundation of Chriſtianity be- 
gins from faith and a new creature, and 
not from water-waſhing. 


2. This baptiſm gives a new name, 


not John or Thomas, &c. but as Chriſt 
ſaith, Rev. iii. 2, “ I will write upon 
| him, 
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him, 75 out u 73 xaivey, my new name. 
Our own name is ſin and 1gnorance, and 
pride, and injuſtice, and envy, and covet- 
ouſneſs, and uncleanneſs, and all evil; 
and this is the name which the firſt Adam 
wrote upon us; but the name the ſecond 
Adam writes on us, is righteouſneſs, and 
holineſs, and truth, and love, and meek- 
neſs, and wiſdom, and all good; and 
this is the name the ſecond Adam writes 
on us, or his own new name ; for Chriſt 
himſelf was baptized by the Spirit into 
the name of God; that is, was taken up 
into God, and the things of God, which 
are himſelf, as into the truth, wiſdom, 
Juſtice, mercy, power, &c. and all the 
whole fleſh or humanity of Chriſt, even 
all his members are baptized into the 
ſame name of God with him, and ſo are 
called by his new name; ſo that this 
name of Chriſt, this new name, which is 
given us by God, through the baptiſm 
of the Spirit, is infinitely better than that 
name which is given us by parents or 
god-fathers in water-baptiſm. 


Chriſt's baptiſm tranſlates us into 
a new world: Except a man be born 
of that water, which is the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of 9. 

8 
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No man can poſſibly enter into the 
church of the New-Teſtament, which is 
the kingdom of God, but through the 
baptiſm of the Spirit; the baptiſm of the 
Spirit makes a new creature, and this 
new creature enters into a new world, 
which is the new Jeruſalem that comes 
down from God out of heaven. 


4. Spirit-baptiſm enables us to the 
ſame work with Chriſt; that is, to the 
miniſtry of the New-Teſtament ; faith 
Chriſt, «© The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, for he hath anointed me to preach,” 
Ifa. Ixi. 1. And he began his miniſtry 
from his Spirit-baptiſm, which did imme- 
diately follow his water-baptiſm, but was 
in no ſort one baptiſm with it ; and having 
through the opening the heavens receiv- 
ed the Spirit which taught him the name 
of God, he preſently began to teach the 
name of God to others; and Chriſt him- 
ſelf was not a miniſter of the New-Teſta- 
ment, but through the baptiſm of the Spi- 
rit. Now all believers that are anointed 
with him in his union, or, which is all 
one, are baptized with him in one bap- 
tiſm of Spirit, are anointed and baptized 
to the ſame miniſtry : for the anointing 
of the Spirit is the teaching of God, and 

C they 
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they that are taught of God themſelves, 
ought allo to teach others; and the Spirit 
of Chriſt is the Spirit of Prophecy, and 
they that have received that Spirit muſt 


propheſy, as it is written, © It ſhall come 


to paſs in the laſt days, that I will pour 
out my Spirit upon all fleſh, and your 
ſons and daughters ſhall propheſy ;” which 
very place Peter, Acts ii. applies to the 
baptiſm of the Spirit; ſo that this Spirit- 
baptiſm of Chriſt makes all prophets that 


partake of it. 


Spirit- baptiſm makes all thoſe one 


with Chriſt the Head, who partake of it, 


Gal. iii. 27. As many as have been 
baptized into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt ;” 
ſo that by the true baptiſm of the New- 
Teſtament, we do actually put on Chriſt, 
and are made one with Chriſt : and this is 


not done by any water-waſhing, but by 


the Spirit; for through the git of the 
Spirit only we are made one fleſh with 
Chriſt, yea, through this we neceſſarily 
become one Spirit with him too, as it is 
ſaid, © He that is joined to the Lord is 
one Spiritz” ſo that not through water, 
but Spirit-baptiſm do we put on Chriſt, 
the Spirit carrying us into Chriſt, and 


bringing Chriſt into us, and being one 
an 


* 1 
and the ſame Spirit in both; and this is 
to be baptized into Chriſt, 


Now this baptiſm that makes us one 
with Chriſt, makes us to partake both of 
his death and reſurrection. | 


Firſt, Through baptiſm of the Spirit 
we aredipt into the death of Chriſt, Rom. 
vi. 3, 4. Know ye not, that ſo many of 
us as are baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, are 
baptized into his death?“ And this is, as 
the apoſtle unfolds it, verſ. 6. © The cru- 
cifying of the old man with him, that the 
body of fin may be deſtroyed, that hence- 
forth we ſhould not ſerve ſin:“ and all 
this is done, not through any water-waſh- 
ing, but through the gift of the Spirit; 
for it 1s through the Spirit only, that we 
are able to mortify the deeds of the fleſh; 
and nothing but the preſence of the Spi- 
rit in us is the deſtruction of fin; fo that 
the Spirit of Chriſt baptizes us into the 
death of Chriſt. 


_ Secondly, Spirit-baptiſm makes us par- 
takers of his reſurrection as well as of his 
death, yea, therefore do we die with him, 
that we may live a better life, Rom. vi. 
3, 4+ © Therefore we are buried with him 
| Es | by 
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by baptiſm, (that is, Spirit-baptiſm) into 
death, that like as Chriſt was raiſed up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
(i. e. the Spirit) ſo ſhould we alſo live in 
newnefs of life ; for if we have been plant- 
ed together in the likeneſs of his death, 
we ſhall be alſo in the likeneſs of his re- 
lurrection.” Where you ſee that the ſame 
baptiſm of the Spirit, that makes us die 
with Chriſt, doth alſo quicken us into his 
reſurrection, and deprives us of our own 
life; not that we remain dead, but that 
it may communicate to us a better life 
than our own, even the life of Chriſt him- 
ſelf; that we who are men, may live the 
very life of the Son of God in our own 
fouls and bodies, and may be quickened 
with him, and raiſed up with him, and ſer 
in heavenly places in him. 


— Thirdly, As Spirit-baptiſm makes us 
one with Chriſt the Head, ſo with the 
church the body, 1 Cor. x11. 13. For 
by one Spirit are we all baptized into one 
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free, and have 


been all made to drink into one ſpirit ;” 


ſo that by drinking into one Spirit with 
the church, we become one body with it, 


dipt 
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dipt into the ſame water, but by receiv- 
ing the ſame Spirit, do we become one 
body with the church; and it 1s not be- 
ing of one judgment, or opinion, or form, 
or the like, that makes men one true 
church, or body of Chriſt, but the being 
of one Spirit; and they are no more of 
that church, which is the body of Chriſt, 
than they that are baptized with that one 
Spirit of Chriſt, 


Fourthly, Spirit-baptiſm truly waſhes 
and cleanſes 8 

tiſm doth in the ſign, this doth in the 
truth, even cleanſes from all carnal and 
ſpiritual filthineſs: and no man is clean- 
ſed from ſin, but by the waſhing of the 
Spirit; the pouring forth of the Spirit on 
all fleſh, is the killing of fin in all fleſh, 
1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11. *© Neither. fornica- 
tors, nor 1dolaters, nor adulterers, nor ef- 
feminate, nor abuſers of themſelves with 
mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 


drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, 


ſhall inherit the kingdom of God; and 


ſuch were ſome of you, but ye are waſhed, 
but ye are ſanctified in the name of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by the Spirit of 


our God:“ ſo that Spirit-baptiſm clean- 
ſes from all ſin, whatever it is, and there 


5 is 


om ſin; what water- bap- 
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is no man cleanſed from ſin, but through 
this baptiſm, 5 


And again, Eph. v. 26, 27. * Chriſt 
gave himſelf for the church, that he might 
ſanctify and cleanſe it with the waſhing of 
water by the word, that he might preſent 
it to himſelf a glorious church, not hav- 
ing ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, 
but that it ſhould be holy and without 
blemiſh ;”” and nothing doth thus purify 
the church, till it be without ſpot, wrin- 
kle, or blemiſh, and till it be perfectly 
holy, but the baptiſm of the Spirit. And 
therefore, though the baptiſm of John 
was adminiſtered but once, yet the bap- 
tiſm of Chriſt 1s a continued baptiſm ; 2 
as long as corruption is in the fleſh, the 
baptiſm of the Spirit is in uſe: ſo that 
the nature and life of a Chriſtian are un- 
dera conſtant and continual baptiſm, God 
every day pouring forth his Spirit upon a 
believer, for the purifying and ſanctify- 
ing of him, and making him meet for the 
immediate preſence of God, whither no 
unclean thing comes, nor the leaſt un- 
dcleanneſs in any thing. 


Fifthly, Spirit-baptiſm ſaves: whatever 
in us is waſhed with the Spirit, is ſaved 
as 
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as well as ſanctified; and how much any 
one hath received of the Spirit, ſo much 
is he already ſaved. Tit. iii. 5. © Ac- 
cording to his mercy he hath ſaved us by 
the waſhing of regeneration, and renew- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, which he ſhed on 
us abundantly, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Saviour :” where the apoſtle teaches us 
how God ſaves, and that 1s not by John's 
baptiſm, or water-waſhing, but by the 
w—_ of regeneration, which 1s the renew- 

ing of the Holy Spirit, poured on us 
abundantly through Chriſt; ſo that he 


calls the baptiſm of the Spirit the laver 
of regeneration; ſuch a laver that removes 


the old nature; yea, and begets a new 
one ; ſo that a man through this baptiſm 
is wholly changed, not in a few good 
works, but in his whole nature; and from 
his newneſs of nature flows newneſs of 
life; ſo that he is no more as he was, but 
is, and lives, and loves, and thinks, and 


ſpeaks, and acts, otherwiſe than he was 
wont; and this cannot be the work of 


water in any meaſure, but wholly of the 


Spirit; for where men are deſtitute of 


the Spirit, though waſhed with water a 
thouſand times, there is no change of 
nature in them; but the change of na- 
ture, wrought by Spirit-baptiſm, is ſo 


much | 
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much preſent ſalvation, even in this pre- 
ſent world. There is another Scripture 
witneſſes the ſame thing, and it is 1 Pet. 
iii. 20, 21. © A few (that 1s, eight ſouls) 
were faved by water, to which figure, 
_ baptiſm anſwering, doth now alſo ſave us, 
not that whereby the filth of the fleſh is 
caſt away, but whereby a good conſcience 
anſwers well to God, by the reſurrection 
of Jeſus Chriſt;” Peter having ſaid that 
baptiſm anſwers to the flood, and ſaves 
the church now, as the flood did the 
church then; © yea,” faith he, “ but I 
mean not the outward baptiſm, or the 
waſhing away of the filth of the body, 
but the anſwer of a good conſcience to- 
wards God by the reſurrection of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt;” which place is difficult, but I 
thus conceive it; the efficacy of Chriſt's 
reſurrection is the gift of the Spirit, and 
the Spirit of Chriſt in a believer, rectifies 
his conſcience, and makes it good, ſo 
that it can return a ſweet anſwer to God 
upon every word of his; for the work of 
the Spirit in the heart, anſwers every 
word of faith ſpoken from God ; particu- 
larly it can fay to God, I was indeed fil- 
thy and unclean throughout, but I am 
now waſhed, and juſtified, and ſanctified 
in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and ul 
| | che 
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the Spirit of my God; and this Spirit- 
baptiſm is that which ſaves; and not the 
water, which puts away the filth of the 
fleſh only, but leaves the filth of the 
Spirit as much as ever. 


So that, in this place, Peter puts an 


end to baptiſm in the fleſh, as Paul, Rom. 
11. 28. puts an end to circumciſion in the 
flelh, ſaying, © He is not a Jew that is 
one outwardly, neither is that circumci- 
ſion which is outward in the fleſh ; but 
he is a Jew that 1s one inwardly, and cir- 
cumciſion is that of the heart in the ſpi- 
rit, and not in the letter, whoſe praiſe is 
not of men, but of God:“ that is, faith 
Paul, in the kingdom of Chriſt, where 
all things are ſpiritual; circumciſion in 
the Spirit puts an end to circumciſion in 
the fleſh: and in the ſame kingdom of 
Chriſt, ſaith Peter, baptiſm in the Spirit 
puts an end to baptiſm in the fleſh; for 
he is not a Chriſtian who 1s one outward- 
ly, neither 1s that baptiſm which 1s out- 
ward in the fleſh; but he is a Chriſtian 
who 1s one inwardly, and baptiſm 1s that 
of the heart in the ſpirit, and not in the 
letter, whoſe praiſe alſo is not of men, but 
of God, For under the goſpel, which is the 
miniſtration of the Spirit (as ye have been 
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oft minded) we can find nothing among 
all outward things, through the uſe and 
exerciſe whereof we may attain the clean- 
neſs and purity of righteouſneſs in our 
natures; and therefore Chriſt hath put an 
end to all outward, carnal, and earthly 
things of the firſt teſtament, by the in- 
ward and ſpiritual, and heavenly things 
of a {ſecond and better teſtament: and by 
his own death and reſurrection only, not 
without us, but within us, through the 

wer and efficacy of his Spirit, all the 
baptiſm of the New-Teſtament is fully 
and perfectly performed. 


And thus, in all theſe particulars, you 
ſee the infinite excellency and glory of 
the Spirit-bapuſm above water-baptiſm, 
and this only is ſufficient in the days of 
the goſpe], as being the true and proper 
baptiſm of the New-Teſtament: for as 
Chriſt himſelf only is ſufficient to the 
faithful without John, though John was 
of uſe in his ſeaſon to point out Chriſt: - 
ſo the baptiſm of Chriſt only is ſufficient 
to the faithful, without the baptiſm of 
John, though the baptiſm of John were 
of uſe in its ſeaſon, to point out the bap- 
tiſm of Chriſt; and the Baptiſt himſelf 
was of this judgment, who ſaid to Chriſt, 

I have 


* 
e J have need to be baptized of thee;“ 
which he means not of water-baptiſm, 
(for ſo Chriſt himſelf, as you have heard, 
did not baptize) but with the baptiſm 
of the Spirit; and ſo the Baptiſt himſelf, 
who was never baptized with water, nei- 
ther by Chriſt nor the apoſtles, nor any 
body elfe, yet was baptized with the Spi- 
rit; and the baptiſm of the Spirit was 
ſufficient for the Baptiſt, without any 
water-baptiſm; and ſo Chriſt's Spirit- 
baptiſm, by the word, 1s ſufficient for all 
the faithful now, without John's water- 
baptiſm : for he that is truly waſhed from 
all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, and hath 
the Holy Ghoſt in him to renew his na- 
ture, and to conform him exactly to Chriſt's 
own image, and to work him in this pre- 
ſent world into the true ſimilitude of hea- 
ven, and to be in him a fountain of water 
ſpringing up unto everlaſting life; what 
need hath he of cold material water to be 
poured on his body, under the pretence 
of any ſign whatever, either of Moſes or 
John, when as he hath the truth, ſub- 
ſtance, and heavenly thing itſelf ? 


Now this, it may be, may ſeem ſtrange 
and dangerous to ſome of low, and fleſhly, Y 
and cuſtomary religion; but let all ſuch | 
| tit” 


1 
(if it be poſſible) conſider, that where the 
ſubſtance comes, the ſhadow is at an end; 


and the ceremony, where the truth comes; 
and the creature, where God comes: and 


if they underſtand not this for the preſent, 


I hope they may underſtand it afterwards; 


for we ſpeak not at uncertainties in this _ 


point, but what we have in ſome meaſure 
ſeen, and felt, and handled, of the word 
of life, that we deliver to you, that ye may 
have fellowſhip with us; and truly our 
fellowſhip 1s with the Father, and his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, through the Spirit, 
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